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Representation and Parliamentary Politics:
A Study and Reflection upon the History of
Political Thought

Fu-Kien Chang”

Abstract

The ideas and institutions of parliament and representation originated from
the medieval Europe and evolved into influential political entities in Britain and
the U.S. though historical development and political struggles. With the
momentums of the American and French Revolutions, together with the impact of
Industrial Revolution, the composition of parliament had undergone a series of
changes and ultimately turned into a democratic mechanism representative of the
people. The main theme of this paper is intended to articulate the vicissitudes of
the ideas of parliament and representation within the context of history of political
thought, to elaborate on the relating contentions, and to reflect upon the gap
between ideas and realities against the background of the challenges brought

about by Rousseau and Carl Schmitt.

Key Words: representation, parliament, E. Burke, J. Madison, J. J. Rousseau, J. S.
Mill, C. Schmitt
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