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ABSTRACT

I propose to approach this topic successively from three angles: After initally delin-
eating the recent rise of policy studies and the meaning commonly attached to "policy
analysis". In a second section, I shall sketch diverse reactions provoked by these de-
velopments among prominent students of politics or the theory of politics. In the last
section, turning to issue of “policy evaluation" and legitimation, I intend to discuss ar-
guments advanced in this domain both by some American commentators and (especial-
ly) Jirgen Habermas. Therefore, policy evaluation needs to be expanded into a criti-
cal evaluation.
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