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ABSTRACT

There are diverse approaches of public philosophy in explaning public interest.
These approaches are (a) pluralism from intevest groups perspective, (b) public
choise theory from consumer perspective, (c) legislative theory from representative
perspective, (d) rationalism from client perspective, and (e) a theory of citizen
participation.

Each of the five perspectives contribute in some way to a theory of "the pub-
licness" in public administration. Taking them together under four requisites: con-
stitution, virtuous, responsiveness, and benevolence, a theory of "the publicness"
for public administration is formed.

Key words: public Interest, public choice, representation, client, citizen participa-
tion, constitution, virturous citizen, responsiveness, benevolence.
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