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76 FTHEHR
A Political Investigation of Self-Interestedness

Kuo-hsien Hsu
Abstract

The discovery of self-interest as an integral part of human moti-
vation can be traced back to the beginning of Western political
thought.Even those thinkers who aim at curtailing and weakening
human self-interestedness, such as Plato, Thomas Aquinas,
Rousseau and Kropotkin, still recognize its firm status in man/
woman. This article takes this transhistorical discovery as its
foundational proposition, and tries to show the undesirability of
"the institutionalization of overmuch self-interestedness” ,which
has the characteristic of systemic and structural reproduction of
self-interestedness. Having done this, the author proposes a
scheme composed primarily of two basic norms(starting point
condition and ending condition) for regulating private property.
The aim of this scheme is both to preserve self-interestedness
and to combat its improper structural reinforcement and systemic
intensification. In proposing this scheme, the author always keeps
human impossibility and possibility in mind; and of course, the

adequacy of it can de debated.
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