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A Bureaucracy in A Predicament &
Its Breakthrough
~ A Discussion from the Viewpoint
of A Paradigmatic Shift

Liu Kun-1I

Abstract

Modern society relies on bureaucracy for its distinctive abil-
ity in managing administrative works within numerous huge
organisations arising from the industrial age. However, such
ability which was formed upon rationalism has been proved
later as being unable to cope with rapid changes within the
societal structure. Efficiency, once justified the necessity of a
bureaucracy’s existence, has also been repeatedly questioned
and challenged. The main issue the author intends to explore
in this article is therefore why a bureaucracy based on ratio-
nalism is unable to fully cope with a post-capitalist society’s
demands? It is widely acknowledged that when external envi-
ronment changes, the essence of a bureaucracy and the way
it functions should also changes accordingly. However, coun-
tries that have strived to improve in this respect only gained
very little from their efforts. Does this indicate that there
were unremovable obstacles? Or the reform was misguided?

What will be the "correct” strategy for reform then? Part [ of

—E R e 187
this article
and Part I

Reform"

The Formation and Limitations of A Burearcracy"
A Brief History And Review of The Bureaucracy

are i
meant to discuss the above questions. For a

century, the declination of bureaucracy’s usefulness is as if
what was once described by Thomas Kuhn

B A Paradigmatic

More i
and more academic have been using the term

HP t_ o -
ost- bureaucratic Paradigm" to emphasize that a decisive

shift" of the original essence of a bureaucrac

is
needed. Thus, Part I " ) g

Reforming The Ideal T

ype of A
Bureaucracy — Post—bureaucracy Paradigm" aims to provide
1 3 3 . a
clear direction for reforming the bureaucracy by comparing

the old and new essences of the bureaucracy.
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