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Edmund Barke’s Idea of Representation:
A Critical Appraisal

Frank Chang*

Abstract

Originated in the medieval age, the representative system is
an essential component of modern democracy whose roles, functiong
and types vary according to different historical backgrounds in the
development of the conception. The proper roles of representative
system and representatives, and their relation to other political
institutions or electors have long been the subject of heated debate
between political thinkers. This essay is intended to make a criti-
cal analysis of Burke’s ideas of representation. I contend that
Burke’s ideas in this respect are distinct and his influences on the
evolution of the concept are tremendous and hence are worth our
serious reconsiderations. After elaborating his theses on representa-
tion and the historical contexts of his views, I conclude by making
an evaluation of the possible contributions and limitations of

Burke’s theory.
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