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The Scope and Method of the New
Institutionalism :
An Appraisal on Methodology from the
Rational Choice Theory Perspective’

Don-yun Chen*™*

Abstract

Recent resurgence of institutionalism is g cross-discipline
phenomenon. “Institutions matter” occupies central position in the
so-called “new institutionalism” enterprise. Also, the term
“establishing institutions” has become the “political-correct” for
the politicians. However, it is necessary to examine the scope and
method of this new academic trend in order to avoid the
shallowness while using it in researching works. The first effort in
this article is to answer the question “what is new about the new
institutionalism?” from the “agency-structure” dilemma in the
philosophy of social science. Secondly, this article attempts to
integrate two major roots in ratjonal choice institutionalism,
positive political theory and new institutional economics, to show
the internal dynamics of one major app}oach i the new
institutionalism. Lastly, this article wil] preliminarily evaluate the

Possible usage of this integrated approach to study the
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politics/administration relation in Taiwan after 2000 presidential
election.

There are three main conclusions. First, the new
institutionalism can not be used as a bundle because of its
methodologically incompatible roots. As a result, while using new
institutionalism, we must specify what kind of new
institutionalism we are utilizing. Second, the rational choice
institutionalism, thought existence of some internal dynamics, has
shown its power to penetrate traditionally unexplored area through
studying institutions. Its future development is worthy to be
expected. Lastly, the new instituionalism has its advantage to deal
with cross-discipline issue, such as the politics/administration
dichotomy in the field of public administration. Also, its ability to
handle historical factors will not lead us astray while studying

Taiwan’s recent transition in the public sector.
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