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A New Issue on The Policy
of Public Security: Governmental Crime

Wei-Peh, Mon

Abstract

Street crime, such as violent crime and drug trafficking, is a
primary concern by most policy makers and criminologists. The
damage and cost, however, generated from the crimes committed
by states or governmental officials may be more serious than those
from street crime. Furthermore, taxpayers will have to bear much
of the cost made by governmental crime. Crime is a complicated
phenomenon. Since governmental crime has been relatively
neglected — certainly in comparison with street crime— in public
policy and criminological scholarship, comprehensive and
effective crime control policy is not easy to be established. The
purpose of this article is to explore the existence and patterns of
governmental crime, finally, intends to insight the control policy
against governmental crime. This paper argues that powerful
international free press and various international organizations
will help to reduce crimes committed by states. Besides,
democratic institutions and decentralizatior‘i" of power also can
diminish the criminal opportunities for government. Minimizing
the “revolving door” syndrome and corruption is necessary and

helpful to reduce governmental crime or deviance.
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