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Pitfalls and Vision of Practicing
Communitarianism in Taiwan:
From “Powerless” to “Empowerment”
Community

Chang-Tay Chiou & Chin-Chun Chen

Abstract

The research based upon the concept of communitarianism
explores two types of communities in Taiwan, “powerless” and
“empowerment.” By integrating methods of field study, depth
interview and participatory observation, the authors attempted to
answer the following interrelated quéstions: Firstly, how Taiwan
society = becomes  conscious of the importance  of
communitarianism? What is history of development of community
movement in Taiwan? How do they transform from a powerless
and self-help community to an empowerment and self-confident
community? Secondly, what are the pitfalls and problems of
carrying out communitarianism in Taiwan society? Thirdly, how
to solve the problems and pitfalls, so as to improve the quality of
community life? Comparing the Westenlized co_gnmunitarianism,
what would be the plausible vision to perform‘ the Taiwanized

communitarianism?
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