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Realization and Reality of Cyber
Deliber ative Democr acy:
An Examination of L ocal Gover nment
Cyber Public Forumsin Taiwan

Jin, Lo"

ABSTRACT

In the last decades of 20th Century, developments of ICT and introspects to the
Liberal Democracy with the animadversion, awakened people to look forward to
participating effectively in public deliberation of political life. Whether the
development of the internet can contribute to carrying out the ideal speech situation
that people anticipate, is going to receive more attention. What is the change
influencing the interactive relation and the relation mode of the persons, the common
society and the government? Therefore, the foregoing is the core problem and the
momentous challenge that the educational circles and the practical fields must face
finally.

Especially the study concerning the public and the area-domain of public sphere,
discussing form and communicating interface, are the initial trend and key of the
development in the future study. However, if we want to clarify whether internet
contributes to the possibility of Deliberative Democracy realization, we must regard
for the restriction of Deliberative Democracy and investigate the effects of internet
for the fulfillment of the public deliberation and the democracy. Besides, we also
need to examine governmental changes in the process of its working talent and role,
and further analyze the existing measure, establishment, usage of each local
government.

Therefore, this paper tends to use the standard theories of the Deliberative
Democracy, and to cross the identification with the experience research inquisition.
In order to understand the role, function, restriction and the implementation condition
of each local government’s use of ICT in promoting the fulfillment of Deliberative
Democracy. It is to provide the government the reference for promote the digital
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democracy, carrying out the digital management, and realizing the Cyber
Deliberative Democracy.

Key Words: deliberative democracy, internet, public deliberation, public sphere,

cyber democracy, on-line public discussion forums



