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A Study on the M ergence of Metropolitan
Citiesand Counties/Provincial Cities

Wang Pao- Chien’

ABSTRACT

There are three components to facilitate communalism, which are residents,
autonomous regions, and the power of autonomy. This author seeks to discuss the
changes in an autonomous region. After the downsizing of the Taiwan Province,
the counties and metropolitan cities become equal as the first same level of
communalism, while the hsians, townships and cities are the second level of
communalism. Why do the counties, along with the cities  the provincial cities
before equivalent in their level to the counties, wish to be promoted as
metropolitan cities? Why does this have to be done by referendum? And, how do
they consolidate the principle of “resident autonomy” in the process of “mergence
and promotion”?

Since the counties and cities seek to expand their powers in personnel and
finance after their promotion to metropolitan cities, and they prefer to organize their
“common living circle” after metropolitan community development  wide-ranged
administration , they tend to pursue their mergence and promotion. There are also
benefits and demerits in this process. It is not easy for counties and cities to merge
with metropolitan cities under the current legal institution and political atmosphere.
As a result, they tend to fulfill their wish to merging by referendum. Hence when
we trace back to where the problems are, it is apparent that mergence and promotion
is not the only option for how their wish comes true. We also explore other possible
mechanisms in this study.

Key Words:local self-government municipalities Mergence the autonomous

region referendum
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