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A Case for Public Choice Theory: the

Compatibility of Public Choice Theory

and “Publicness” in the Field of Public
Administration

Don-Yun Chen’

ABSTRACT

Scholars in public administration have long been concerned with the issue of
“publicness”. After the “new public management” surged in the late 1990 and
revolutionized the academic landscape, various comments have been launched to
criticize this development from the traditions such as “new public administration”
and “Blacksburg Manifesto”. Some scholars have pointed the finger on the economic
flavor behind the new public management revolution, especially point out that the
theory of public choice is the problem. In this article, author follows three steps to
establish a counter-argument that the theory of public choice can contribute greatly
on the issue of “publicness” in the field of public administration.

First, by reviewing related literatures, author lists three most commonly raised
arguments against public choice theory from scholars in public administration. They
are (1)adopting the wrong behavioral postulate on individuals, (2)promoting social
Darwinism to protect the Right wing ideology, and (3)raising cynicism on
bureaucracy. Then, author establishes various counter-arguments to state that none of
these criticisms can prevent public choice theory from contributing on the issue of
“publicness” both methodologically and substantively in the field of public
administration. Lastly, author uses a recent focus on discussing “citizenship” in the
field to demonstrate that public choice theory can indeed contribute on this subject in
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