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The Association of District Size and Pork
Barrel Related Bills Initiated by Legislators:
An Analysis on the 3" and 4™ Legislative
Yuan in Taiwan

Ching-Jyuhn Luor” & Ying-Shih Hsieh™

Abstract

This thesis explores the motives of legislators seeking distributive benefits
for their districts by secondary data. Based on distributive theories, the authors
investigate whether the pork-bill-initiation behavior of legislators from the 3™ and
4™ L egislative Yuan in Taiwan are affected by the district size where legislators
are elected from. The authors also observe whether the bill-initiation behavior of
legislators would change as a result of the changes of district size across different
Legislative Yuan.

Ignoring statistical significance, Negative Binomial Regression analyses
show that the regression coefficients of district size are as expected both in sign
and scale, in the sense that the larger the district size is, the less the incentives of
legislators have on bill-initiation. This is true not only in the respective term of the

3 and 4™ Legislative Yuan, but also on the aggregate-level analysis dealing with

* Associate Professor, Department of Public Administration and Policy, National Taipei

University
** Administrative assistant, Department of Public Administration and Policy, National Taipei

University



the changes of district size.

This thesis does not find significant association between district size and
legislators’ bill-initiation behavior on distributive benefit, nevertheless the
statistical results still show identifiable pattern. The authors suggest that it is still
worthy to study this issue in terms of different kinds of pork barrel behavior other

than bill-initiation.

Key Words: distributive policy, district size, pork barrel behavior, legislative

yuan
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