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Exploring the Policy Implications of Social
Capital of Community Development in
Taiwan

Yuan-Shie Hwang® Su-Jen Liu™

Abstract

Social capital is an important issue in various fields of modern public policy.
Because community is increasingly becoming the new terrain of governance, the
relationships among social capital, community development and community
economy have attracted many researchers’ attention. This paper aims to explore
the relationship between social capital and community development, and further,
attempts to propose the implications of social capital for policy-makings related to
community development. The function of ‘glue’ and “‘grease’ produced by social
capital has positive influence upon solutions for economic, environmental,
criminal and health problems in deprived community. The outcomes of
community development also have promoted community social capital. Both
social capital and community development have virtuous circle effect.
Nevertheless, social capital is not definitely and totally positive to community
development. If the development of social capital cannot build on the value of
community development, the community may entrap into a ‘closed’ or ‘vanity’
situation, and further, may take the risk of isolation as a result of ‘closing oneself’
and ‘excluding others’. Therefore, social capital itself is a value-free resource. It
may be good to community development. On the contrary, it may negatively

Professor, Department of Social Policy and Social Work, National Chi Nan University.
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impact on the community stability. The policy-makings related to community
development must take the potential constraints of social capital on the
community development into consideration. After briefly reviewing the process
and limitation of community development in Taiwan, this paper is ended by
providing seven implications of social capital for future policy-makings of
community development.

Key Words: social capital, community development, community building,
community capacity, community empowerment






