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The Type of Confucian Domination
Theory in the pre-Ch’in period:
A Draft of Moral Legitimacy

Jen-Chang Yeh’

Abstract

This article aims at giving a clear location to the type of Confucian
domination theory in the pre-Ch’in period. With the reference of Max Weber’s
framework about the types of domination, the Author first analyses whether
Confucians in the pre-Ch’in period have the idea of legitimacy. Then the Author
discusses respectively its relations with Weber’s lega legitimacy, traditional
legitimacy and charismatic legitimacy. The Author concludes that Weber’s
framework is not intermesh to the type of Confucian domination theory in the
pre-Ch’in period. Therefore the Author establishes a new “pure type” of so-called
“moral legitimacy” as a better explanation to Confucian domination theory.

Key Words: legitimacy, domination, legality, tradition, charisma, morality

" Professor, Department of Public Administration and Policy, National Taipei University.





